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naturally subjected to considerable criticism by the
Opposition for this manoeuvre, and was inevitably
charged with running away from Ladywood.   In
fact, though the practice of private members leaving
marginal seats to seek a safer refuge is almost
universally to be condemned, Cabinet Ministers are
in a rather different category.  It may well be diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for a Cabinet Minister to
perform his full Departmental and Parliamentary
duties in addition to giving the time necessary to
nursing a difficult seat.   In Mr. Chamberlain's case
there was, in addition to this general consideration,
another factor.    Edgbaston and Ladywood Con-
servative Associations were both affiliated to the
Birmingham Unionist Association, and much of the
Conservative activity in that city is directed and
co-ordinated by its central headquarters.  Thus Mr.
Chamberlain in moving from Ladywood to Edg-
baston, remained one of the members for Birmingham.
The signal for the anticipated General Election
came in the early spring of 1929.   It was from the
Conservative point of view a most unsatisfactory
election in many respects. It was fought not because
the Government desired to win the support of the
country on any particular issue, but because it was
made necessary by effluxion of time. The Conserva-
tive Government had a good record to place before
the country, but little by way of programme.  The
record was particularly good so far as Mr. Chamber-
lain was concerned since one and a half million people
had benefited under the Widows, Orphans, and Old
Age Pensions Act of 1925, eight hundred thousand
houses had been built for the workers in four years,
considerable advance had been made in the various
health services, and the great de-rating project for
Industry and Agriculture had been carried through.
But elections are not won on the records of Govern-